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Our Missioné 

ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜΣ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŜǉǳƛǇ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ      

DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ 

ƭƻǾŜΦ 

ǿǿǿΦƎǊŀŎŜǊƻŎƪƘƛƭƭΦŎƻƳ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ά[ƛƪŜέ ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 

Blessings, Pastor Chris 

òGod writes the gospel 

not in the Bible alone, 

but on trees and flowers 

and clouds and stars.ó 

~  Martin Luther  
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GYM  CALENDAR  

 
aŀǊŎƘ р  - D¸a 

aŀǊŎƘ мн - D¸a DƛǊƭǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ D¸a  
aŀǊŎƘ мф - D¸a 
aŀǊŎƘ нс - D¸a 

Whyõs of Worship: Gathering 

 Each Sunday we begin worship with the gathering. The gathering is an integral part of wor-

ship that begins when one enters the church. Entering a church where there is a joyful gathering 

before the service sets the tone for the entire worship service. Church members greeting one an-

other and guests ensures all feel welcome. I have heard many people say that they chose a church 

or refused to visit again based on what they felt when they walked into the doors for the first time.  

 Music, or silence plays an important role in the gathering. Music or intentional silence al-

lows the congregation time to reflect and pray before worship begins. This is listed in our bulletin 

as òpreparation for worshipó. One of the most obvious times for silence is before corporate confes-

sion begins. This is another opportunity for prayer and reflection, to quietly acknowledge the 

things in our lives ð sin, thoughts, feelings, actions, things, or relationships that create distraction 

from, or disruption with our life with God. When we bring all of this into confession and for-

giveness or thanksgiving for baptism, it leaves room to more fully grasp the redemptive work God 

does in Jesus and through the Spirit.  

 Confession and Forgiveness or Thanksgiving for baptism is often used during the gathering. 

Thanksgiving for baptism is recorded as part of worship even in the ancient church. Thanksgiving 

for baptism and confession and forgiveness are closely related. We confess corporately and re-

ceive absolution from God as a reminder and reassurance of forgiveness that is perpetually hap-

pening. Just as Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected once, we do not need to be baptized 

more than once to know that the constant act of confession and Godõs forgiveness is happening. 

During this part of the greeting, it is an acknowledgment that we are invited into Godõs grace all 

the time. Confessing aloud with our brothers and sisters, and once again hearing the reassurance 

of Godõs grace, forgiveness and love, is a powerful act.  
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 Newsletter 

Director of Music 

March 2017 
 

moved to Monday evenings @ 4:30 and the group is up to almost a dozen children.  We are working on a cou-

ple of songs that will be presented in worship on March 12th and on Palm Sunday.  Children are still welcome 

 

 

Lent will help focus us on our ever- present dependency on God and our need for self- examination and recon-

ciliation. Make sure you put the mid- week Lenten worship on your calendars. Ash Wednesday is March 1 at 

7:00 p.m.  Thereafter, each Wednesday at 7 p.m. (with a soup meal to proceed the service), the mid- week ser-

vices will use the popular, Holden Evening Prayer service as the framework for our time together. 

/ÕÒ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓȟ Ȱ3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 'ÒÁÃÅȱ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÁÙȦ  
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ǢÌÌÅÄ ÏÕÔ Á ÐÏÓÔ-ÉÔ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ×ÈÙ ÙÏÕ ÇÉÖÅ ÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÉÆ 'ÒÁÃÅ ÈÁÄ ÁÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ΓΫΦȟΦΦΦ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȩ  7Å ÈÏÐÅ 
ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÈÁÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÏÓÔ-ÉÔÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ 

!Ó ×Å ÈÅÁÒÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÇÕÅÓÔ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒȟ 2ÏÎ 7ÁÌÒÁÔÈȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓȤ
ÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅȢ  'ÏÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÕÓ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÁÎÄȟ 
ÁÓ ÓÕÃÈȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÕÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ×ÅÅËÓȟ ×Å ÁÓË 
ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ 4ÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȠ 
4ÁÌË ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ Á ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄɂÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȠ 0ÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅȠ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ   

4ÈÅ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÒÁÐ ÕÐ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ΨÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
ÁÔ ΧΦ !- ÏÎ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ Á #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÏÒÙ "ÒÕÎÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ (ÁÌÌȢ  7Å ÈÏÐÅ ÙÏÕ 
×ÉÌÌ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȦ 

SENIORS@GRACE 
 

March 30 - 11:30 AM with the Carolina Copy Cats 
 

Contact Annie-Laurie Wheat for more details (803.980.1834) 

Celebration Sunday! 

Join us for one Service on April 2 at 10:00 AM  

followed by a Celebratory Brunch! (more details to follow!) 
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 ALL THINGS LENT 2017 

 BURNING OF THE PALMS - PANCAKE SUPPER 
Join us on the Front Porch of the church on Tuesday, February 28 at 5:45 for the Burning of the 

Palms as we prepare for Ash Wednesday! (Bring your palm if you still have one, if not, we have 

saved a few at Grace). Afterward, stay for our Shrove Tuesday traditional pancake supper at 6:15 

PM, put on by our fine GYM chefs all. 

 

 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE - MARCH 1 - 7:00 PM 
Ash Wednesday marks the first day, or the start of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days prior to 

Easter. Lent is a time when we begin a period of reflection and repentance. During Ash Wednesday 

service, you are invited to come forward to receive the sign the cross with ashes on our forehead as 

the words are said, from Dust you have come, and to dust you shall return.  We are reminded that 

we are sinful, but through the cross of Jesus, we are once again redeemed and made whole. 

 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 

Join us on Wednesday Evenings for Holden Evening Prayer Worship. Bring the family and enjoy a 

soup and bread at 6:15 PM. At 7:00 PM worship begins. This year we will be focusing on Luther's 

Small Catechism, as we continue our celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation! 

March 8    Ten Commandments (Parish Life coordinates dinner) 

March 15  The Creed (Learning/Milestone coordinates dinner) 

March 22  The Lord's Prayer (Worship & Music coordinates dinner) 

March 29   The Sacrament of Baptism (Stewardship/Outreach coordinates dinner) 

April 5  The Sacrament of Holy Communion (Youth & Family coordinates dinner) 

   

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

  April 13         7 PM                                  Maundy Thursday Service 

  April 14         7 PM                                   Good Friday Service  

  April 16         8 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM   Easter Services 

EASTER LILY ORDERS! 

It is time to order Easter Lilies to beautify the sanctuary on Easter morning.  

The lilies will be wrapped in a colored pot cover and white cellophane lace, for 

only $11.00. Donations will be accepted to the Good Samaritan fund also.  

Look in the Tear and Shares in early March to reserve your lily and dedicate it 

(or your donation) in honor or memory of loved ones. 


