i@m@ o Hotso| s

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
One of the songs we have sung during worship at the children’s sermon time is this:

I am the church! You are the church!
We are the church together!
All who follow Jesus,
all around the world!
Yes, we're the church together! p

As we close out another calendar year together, and look ahead to more ministry together in 2017, | am thinking
about all the people that make up our church community. One of the j Joys of pastoral ministry is getting to see a
really broad view of the church on a pretty regular basis.

One part of the church is the one that gathers Sunday morning. This group includes our members and visitors. In
this part of the church community, education for youth and adults continues to find innovative ways to help us
journey in faith. We began our celebration of the 500" anniversary of the Reformation and that will continue
throughout next year. We welcomed a new Director of Music Ministry, Larry Peterson, who has brought new ideas
and innovative ways to worship. The council has done important work, with the beginning of a visioning process for
the planning for future ministry at Grace. A big thank you to all the staff, committees and ministry team leaders
who have done great work this year.

Another part of the church that | get to see is the part that comes to use our building. More and more some of our
groups come to see us as their church home even though they’ve never been to Sunday worship. We have everyone
from Boy Scouts, Brownies, AA, quilting, gymnastics, and many others that use our building on a regular basis. And
we would be remiss, to not mention the continued partnership with all those who serve the community out of Place
of Grace. | get thanked regularly for our openness to providing space at Grace.

Another part of our church are the people that are touched by the ministry that each of us does outside our walls.
There is now a group of people who regularly come find me on campus each week, people | have come to consider
part of our ministry community, including groups such as Family Promise, Hunger Outreach, Habitat for Humanity,
Children’s Attention Home, Parish Nursing and the York Free Health Clinic. As | go out into the community in other
ways, | often come across people who know our congregation for one reason or another, and | know that you, too,
do ministry in your daily lives, touching people who really are an extended part of our church community. Thank
you for all the daily ministry you do!
And as a pastor, my call is not just to this congregation and community, but to the wider church, as well. This year
| continued to participate regularly, serving our Synod as chairperson of the South Carolina Synod Always being
Made New Committee, on the Board of Novus Way, and a mentor to a Mission Developer. It is a joy to see the
breadth of expressions our church in and around the state and country.

It's been a great year in each of these parts of our church. | look forward to joining with you as we continue to
expand what it means to be church together in this community.

Bl essings, Pastor Chris
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:not in the Bible alone,
:but on trees and flowers
tand clouds aind
~ Martin Luther
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Whyodos of Worship: Gather.

Each Sunday we begin worship with the gathering. The gathering is an integral part of wor-
Shlp that begins when one enters the church. Entering a church where there is a joyful gathering
before the service sets the tone for the entire worship service. Church members greeting one an-
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ther and guests ensures all feel welcome. | have heard many people say that they chose a church
r refused to visit again based on what they felt when they walked into the doors for the first time.

Music, or silence plays an important role in the gathering. Music or intentional silence al-
Iows the congregation time to reflect and pray before worship begins. This is listed in our bulletin
opreparation for worshipdé. One of the mos
& sion begins. This is another opportunity for prayer and reflection, to quietly acknowledge the
things in our lives @ sin, thoughts, feelings, actions, things, or relationships that create distraction
"55 from, or disruption with our life with God. When we bring all of this into confession and for-
= i giveness or thanksgiving for baptism, it leaves room to more fully grasp the redemptive work God
% does in Jesus and through the Spirit.
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Confession and Forgiveness or Thanksgiving for baptism is often used during the gatherlng
i Thanksglvmg for baptism is recorded as part of worship even in the ancient church. Thanksgiving
.-:. . for baptism and confession and forgiveness are closely related. We confess corporately and re-
ceive absolution from God as a reminder and reassurance of forgiveness that is perpetually hap-
pening. Just as Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected once, we do not need to be baptized i &
mor e than once to know that the constant act“ of
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':During this part of the greeting, it 1s an u;:knc
# the time. Confessing aloud with our brothers and sisters, and once again hearing the reassurance u
:of Godds grace, forgiveness and |l ove, is a p‘Dwer
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[FaMILIES: BRING YOUR OWR LURCH ahD StaY FOR & LESSON apout StEWaRDSHIP.

SpEak 10 [PastoR [REBECCa FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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moved to Monday evenings @ 4:30 and the group is up to almost a dozen children. We are working on a cou-
ple of songs that will be presented in worship on March™&nd on Palm Sunday. Children are still welcome

Lent will help focus us on our evepresent dependency on God and our need for sedkamination and recon-
ciliation. Make sure you put the midveek Lenten worship on your calendars. Ash Wednesday is March 1 at
7:00 p.m. Thereafter, each Wednesday at 7 p.m. (with a soup meal to proceed the service), theeeil ser-
vices will use the popular, Holden Evening Prayer service as the framework for our time together.
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Cel ebration Sunday!
Join us for one Service on Apr
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ALL THI NGS LENT 201

BURNI NG OF THPARKAME SUPPER
Join us on the Front Porch of the church on Tues
Pal ms as we prepare for Ash Wednesday! (Bring yo
saved a few at Grace). Afterward, stay for our S
PM, put on by our fine GYM chefs all.

ASH WEDNESDAY SVWARHCE: 00 PM
Ash Wednesday mar ks the firstLamty, whi dlhebesdgiamg

EastlLeernt i s a time whemewe elce giom anpleriepeéndfance.
service, you are invited to come forward to rece
the words are said, from Dust you Wevear e orneemi naded
we are sinful, but through the cross of Jesus, W

LENTEN WORSHI P SERVI CES

Join us on Wednesday Evenings for Holden Evening
soup and bread at 6:15 PM. At 7:00 PM worship be

Small Catechism, as we continue our <celebration
March &en Commandments (Parish Life coordinates
March Tbhe Creed (Learning/ Milestone coordinates
March ZBRe Lord's Prayer (Worship & Music coordin
March ZBe Sacrament of Baptism (Stewardship/ OQutr
April %B%he Sacrament of Holy Communion (Youth & F

HOLY WEEK SERVI CES

April Z13PM Maundy Thursday Se
April 74PM Good Friday Servic
April 86AM, 9:30 AMasikrO®eAMices

EASTER LILY ORDERS!

It is time to order Easter Lilies to beautify the sanctuary on Easter morning.
The lilies will be wrapped in a colored pot cover and white cellophane lace, for
only $11.00. Donations will be accepted to the Good Samaritan fund also.

Look in the Tear and Shares in early March to reserve your lily and dedicate it

(or your donation) in honor or memory of loved ones.
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